ALTER DE LA MARE
what an enthusiastic critic, Mr. R. L. Megroz,
refers to when he talks of the 'profundity of the
satire behind the fairy tale*. 'When we first
have our eyes fully opened to this is when Nod,
lost and parted awhile from his distressed
brothers, falls into the hands of an "Oomgar",
or man/ Now, it seems to me that at even the
faintest breath of satire every flower and leaf
in this particular garden would wilt and wither.
The satirical is not Mr. de la Mare's province;
it is foreign to the whole temper of his mind.
There is irony in The Midget and in certain
chapters of The Return, and there is humour
in both books, in The Mulla-Mulgars, and in
many of the poems; but of satire, I venture
to say, not a hint.

The Three Mulla-Mulgars, now called The
Three Royal Monkeys, was written for, and read
aloud to the author's own children. On its
publication it met with scant success, and it
took many years to sell out the first edition.
One cannot help feeling how large an element
of chance there is in these things. Some books
get known immediately, while others, for no
discoverable reason, never get known at all
outside an appreciative but slender circle of
readers. They are like the shy children at
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